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Prospects for China’s Social Security in the Future
~The Multi-tiered Social Security System

SHEN Jie*

Abstract

Focusing on the policy of “a multi-layer social security system” * proposed by the Chinese
government, this paper analyses the process of policy formation and the factors behind the policy choices, and
reveals a consistent neoliberal policy orientation in it. On the other hand, we will examine the discourse on the
“welfare society theory” and “welfare state theory” with Chinese characteristics, which are alternatives to
the “multi-layer social security system”, and refer to the possibility of the development of this policy context.
It also analyzes the characteristics and challenges of the social security system by dividing the practice of
social security reform into a period of regression of state responsibility, a period of return to state
responsibility and a period of innovation in state governance. Finally, the future development of China’s social
security system will be discussed.

Keywords : China Social Security, Multi-lavel Social Security, National Governance, Chinese Characteristics
Welfare State
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