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Social Security Benefit for Elderly Woman

SHIMAMURA Akiyo*

Abstract

The Old-Age Pension constitutes the core of income security for the elderly, but in Japan, where
there is a strong sense of gender role division, women tend to receive lower pensions than men due to shorter
working periods, lower wages, and other reasons. Therefore, the Survivor’s Pension, which is paid after the
death of a spouse, is an important benefit for elderly women. This paper focuses on the Survivor’s Pension,
especially the Survivor’s Welfare Pension, and examines how the Survivor’s Welfare Pension should be
restructured taking the social advancement of women into account. Specifically, this paper examines the
possibility of making the term of benefit fixed and of abolishing the age requirement for men. It also proposes
that the Old-Age Pension be the core of income security for the elderly, and that the problem of the women’s
low pensions due to biased family responsibilities be solved by introducing a bereavement pension split
system.

Keywords : Woman, Old-Age Pension, Survivor’s Pension, Survivor’s Welfare Pension
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