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Consideration of the Age Division of Long-term Care Insurance

MASUDA Masanobu*

Abstract

Insured persons under long-term care insurance in Japan are those over 40 years or older. In
addition, it is divided into those who are 65 years of age or older (Primary insured persons) and those who are
40 to 64 years old (Secondary insured persons). Compared to the Primary insured persons, the Secondary
insured persons are greatly restricted in their right to receive insurance benefits. Persons under the age of 40
are not covered by long-term care insurance. If they need long-term care services, they are supplied by the
welfare system for the disabled.

In the long-term care insurance systems of Germany and South Korea, there is no age division for
the range of insured persons. Why has an age division been established in Japan within the scope of insured
persons covered by long-term care insurance?

After the implementation of the system, the review of the age division was discussed, but in the end,
the expansion of the scope of insured persons was postponed.

About the age division of long-term care insurance, while summarizing the discussions so far at
government councils and other bodies, I propose that it is necessary to expand the scope of insured persons
under the age of 40 from the viewpoint of ensuring the sustainability of long-term care insurance and
universalizing the care system.

Keywords : Age Division of Insured Persons, Relationship between Long-term Care Insurance System and
Welfare System for Persons with Disabilities
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