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COVID-19 Pandemic and Public Health Insurance Finances

SUZUKI Rinya™' and YUDA Michio™**

Abstract

The global COVID-19 pandemic of 2020 has drastically changed our daily lives and socioeconomic
activities. This paper preliminarily examines the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the Japanese public
health insurance finances using insurer-level panel data from the Health Insurance Societies, municipal
National Health Insurances, National Health Insurance Associations, and the medical care system for the
elderly aged 75 and over. The results of the fixed-effects model show that the pandemic has little impact on
public health insurance finances in FY2020. In addition, descriptive statistics show that the pandemic
significantly decreases per-capita outpatient healthcare expenditures for those of all public health insurances
and per-capita inpatient expenditures for those of Health Insurance Societies. Conversely, there are
insignificant and positively significant changes in the most of other medical expenditures. However, this trend
is the result of an offsetting significant decrease in consultation rates and a significantly large increase in per-
patient medical expenditures for all public health insurances.

Keywords : COVID-19 Pandemic, Public Health Insurance Finances, Refraining from Healthcare Utilization
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