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Yu KOREKAWA

National Institute of Population and Social Security Research

Abstract

The number of migrant workers in Japan has been increasing since the 1990s and attained
1,724,328 as of 2020, which has ever renewed its peak since 2008, when collecting the
statistics on migrant workers started. Meanwhile, the present study revealed how their income
levels are and what drives companies to hire them and clarify to what degree they are
integrated into the Japanese labor market.

As a result, the present study revealed that their income level is determined by
evaluation of their skill by their employers, their catch-up of income level in the migratory
process by re-investment into their human capital, and productivity of companies hiring them,
meaning they are moderately integrated into the Japanese labor market.

Therefore, the present study clarified that the “side-/back-door hypothesis” or
“distortion hypothesis,” which argue that a not-bona-fide migrant policy of Japan, such as the
ITTI program, causes exploitation from migrants, cannot fully explain the situation.

A further step is to delve into their income and also the quality of labor of migrant

workers.
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FLlwnwze, —J7, [HREEE] BECEELUVOTEREKTH 5 L [FKFIC, HERFE W
JEictEfh L Tw3 2, 1849 e T3008Z YR L, [KEE] LowTlE, F—
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8(: WA R GBTERBRER. MOTEERTIR, ). <7 P g
e; e TH

K & DECH LB & Al — B3 T OER AL 2 BRI FEEICIE 2 2 T 21,
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Abd 5.

5 (2019b) i KM EA B0 FES K, KERIIHAANBEL ZIEREO D 0T
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YT 26.1%, K] BIET53.2%Ick ¥ 5, ok, [HEEE] o4, 2323
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