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Family Dependence in Care of Children with Disabilities:
Multifaceted and Long-Term Roles of Mothers

FUJIWARA Risa*

Abstract

The “care” of children with disabilities requires a variety of considerations and care according to
the symptoms of the disability. It is a matter of serious life-threatening, human rights, and quality of life.
Families have taken on the role of caregivers in order to enable their children to live safely, comfortably, and in
their own way.

In particular, mothers are expected to be the primary caregivers for 30 or 40 years, and are expected
by society to have a “specialty”.

However, there are limits to the ability of elderly parents to continue to care for their children, and
there is a tendency for children to consider leaving their homes when their mothers become ill or their
physical strength declines. In addition, placement of a child in an institution or group home is not necessarily
the goal of the caring role. The mother will continue to care for the child to ensure that the child is not
disadvantaged by assisting with decision-making, dealing with medical facilities, and returning home.

Regarding the aging of persons with disabilities and their families, there has been a process of
guaranteeing care for children by “separating” them, but we believe that wherever persons with disabilities
live, their care needs need to be met, leading to a reconsideration of the caring role of the aging family.

Keywords : children with disabilities, care, mother role, aging
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