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A Prospect of Teaching and Supporting Ideas of 2e Education
in Japan: Ensuring the Support for Diverse Development of
the Students with Giftedness and Difficulties

MATSUMURA Nobutaka*

Abstract

The “2e” students have both giftedness and (developmental) disabilities, and the “GDF” students
have difficulties caused by their giftedness. Both of those types of “gifted students in difficulty” may exist in
every school. The viewpoints that provide appropriate support for them through the lens of the 2e framework
will ensure the welfare for students with disabilities. The “Promotion Enterprise of the Support for Gifted
Students” project by the Ministry of Education (MEXT) has started from the 2023 fiscal year. Teaching and
support for 2e students are also incorporated as a subject of empirical study. The idea and various methods of
“gifted education” in the United States are helpful to examining the ways of teaching and supporting 2e/ gifted
students. In Japan, “gifted students” should not be selected on a uniform standard, and the students with
giftedness and/ or disabilities should be included as basic education which guarantees the “optimal individual
learning and collaborating learning” according to each student’s “developmental diversity” (ability, interest,
and style) in the classroom. At the university level, there have been services of providing the comprehensive
support for community access of the students with developmental disabilities and the transition support for
high-school students with developmental disabilities. It is desirable that regardless of those with or without
disabilities, career education promotes talent development of individuals, and society must change the view of
how to support those individuals.

Keywords : 2e Education, Gifted Education, Developmental Disabilities, Developmental Diversity, Optimal
Individual Learning
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