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20 Years of Korea’'s Low Fertility and Ageing Policies:
Achievements and Prospects

KIM Yeon-myung*

Abstract

This article reviews the achievements, issues, and limitations of South Korea’s low fertility and
ageing policies over the past 20 years. South Korea has made significant progress in building up policies and
programs addressing the demographic transition. While some policy areas remain to be improved, most of the
programs and policies implemented in other countries have been adopted and implemented in South Korea. In
recent years, as the range of policy options available to the government has become more limited, South
Korea’s low fertility and ageing policies have been confronted with more fundamental and structural problems
in Korean society, such as a polarized labor market, a competitive education system, gender inequality, and
the fiscal burden of aging. However, addressing these issues requires very strong socio-economic reforms,
making it difficult for Korean society to establish a system that can systematically absorb the negative impacts
of the extreme demographic change.

Keywords : declining birthrate, total fertility rate, aging population, social service, social security, total fertility
rate
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