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Fertility Decline in Korea and the 4th Basic Plan
for Low Fertility and Aging Society

MORIIZUMI Rie*

Abstract

This paper summarizes the progression of the declining birthrate in Korea and its background
factors and outlines the contents of the Fourth Basic Plan for Low Fertility and Aging Society as a policy
response to the declining birthrate by the Korean government. There are three central pillars of Korea’s
measures to cope with the declining birthrate: one is various measures to build a “society in which couples
can work together and raise children,” including promotion of work-life balance measures, support for
balancing work and child-rearing, expansion of childcare services, and promotion of male participation in
household chores and childcare. In addition, there are employment and labor measures for young people that
also have implications for marriage support and economic support that is in high demand (financial support for
starting married life, support for infertility treatment costs, various family benefits such as child allowances,
support for education costs, etc.). Korea’s 4th Plan repeatedly discusses the need to reform the “social
structure” that gives rise to the factors that have led to the declining birthrate. Therefore, the Fourth
Program has shifted its approach from direct “encouragement of childbearing” to an approach of encouraging
improvement of the fertility rate by ”"improvement of the quality of life”. In Korea, because of the rapid
changes in marriage and fertility behavior, the intergenerational division caused by the clash of values
between generations and the sense of stagnation among the younger generation are more serious than in
Japan. Along with the creation of an environment such as the expansion of systems and services, measures to
promote changes in people’s attitudes and values are extremely important in Korea in the future.

Keywords : Declining birthrate, Basic Plan for Low Fertility and Aging Society, Fertility, Korea
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