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Cooperation between Self-sufficiency Enterprises and Social
Economy in South Korea’s Employment Support Policy for People
in Need : Focusing on the System Revisions Since 2018

LEE Hye Lyn*

Abstract

Self-sufficiency enterprises, representing Korea’s policy of supporting the self-reliance for public
assistance recipients, are companies established by the recipients as defined under the National Basic
Livelihood Security Act who received institutional support. In this study, the characteristics and significance of
recent revisions have been clarified by focusing on the revisions to the self-sufficiency enterprises system
made since 2018.

These recent revisions, which seek to link self-sufficiency enterprises with social economy,
included several organizations in the welfare system that support the poor outside the social welfare system,
but did not receive national support because they did not meet strict certification requirements; and 2
included the internal operating principles and values of social economy organizations in the support
requirements for self-sufficiency enterprises.

The significance of these recent revisions is that (D self-sufficiency enterprises can receive stable
national support for the organizational purpose of realizing social values or the public interest, thereby
contributing to the sustainability of their businesses along with the quantitative expansion of self-sufficiency
enterprises, and (2) it established the realization of social values, such as various concerns that include social
contributions to communities and environmental policy as a new purpose of self-sufficiency enterprises.
Consequently, these revisions have made it possible to expand the field of activities of conventional self-
sufficiency enterprises, which had been limited to supporting the economic self-reliance of the low-income
recipients.

Keywords : Self-reliance Support, Self-sufficiency Support Projects, Self-sufficiency Enterprises, Social
Economy, South Korea
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