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Childcare Policy in China

LI Lianhua*™' and ZHANG Jiyuan™*

Abstract

Over the past few years, China’s population policy has changed dramatically. Strict childbirth
restrictions which enforced since around 1980 have gradually relaxed, shifted to social support for
reproduction and childcare. Although there are few specific policies at present, childcare policy is expected to
develop as new frontiers of social security during 2020s. In this paper, we will review the historical changes of
China’s population policy, investigate the latest policy trends and discussions on childcare, and discuss the
China’s characteristics compared to neighbor countries, especially Japan and South Korea. Finally, we
emphasize the “re-familiarization” of childcare in China, the limitations of the maternity insurance system,
and the lack of gender perspective.
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